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Matlve bluebell Hyacintheides
nen-scripta

A bulbous perennial, our indigencus
species is native to north-western
Europe, where it seems to prefer
slightly acidic soils and partial shade.
Early in the growing season, they can
be a dominant species in coppiced
woads on light scils, but they are
also found on hedge-banks, and sea-
cliffs. The native bluebell's deep violet
-blue flowers have a strong sweet
scent, and the flower stems droop or
nod distinctively to one side.

Hybrid bluebell Hyacinthoides
hispania x nen-scripta

The Spanish bluebell can readily
cross-breed with the native bluebell
to farm the fully fertile hybrid. The
hybrid was first recorded in the wild
in the UK in 1963, and is also
extremely common in gardens.
Hybrid plants can demonstrate
characteristics of both the native and
Spanish bluebells.

Spanish bluebell Hyacinthoides
hispanica

This species, native to Portugal and
western Spain, was first introduced
in British gardens as an ornamental
plant in the 1680s. It was favoured
over the native because it can grow
almast anywhere and has bolder
bloems. This is a more upright plant
than the native bluebell. les flowers
range in colour from pale to mid
blue, or white or pink. and has
characteristically deep blue pollen.
The Spanish bluebell was first
recorded in the wild in the UK in
1909. This species is often confused
with the hybrid and has therefore
probably been over-recorded by
botanists in the past.
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